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June 22-23   

Connecticut Irish Festival — at North 

Haven Fair Grounds — Sponsored by  

Irish American Community Center — 

Jim Martens — (203) 467-3638 — 

www.ctirishfestival.com.  
 

July 26-28  

Greater Hartford Irish Music Festival 

— at Irish American Home Society — 

Glastonbury — Maureen Kennedy — 

(860) 633-9691 — www.Irishmusicfest.com 

 

How Irish is Samuel Beckett? 
Nels Pearson  

Irish Studies, Fairfield University  

Upcoming meetings 
July 16 — Dave Hannigan, author 

— “Terence MacSwiney, Courage 

Against Power”  

August 20 — Douglas Rae, SOM, 

Yale — “Celtic Tiger Toothless? Ire-

land’s Economy Today”  

Samuel Beckett’s likeness appears on 

an Irish commemorative coin issued 

in 2006 in honor of the 100th anni-

versary of his birth. But the novelist, 

playwright, poet, theater director and 

recipient of the 1969 Nobel Prize in 

Literature often has been considered 

“beyond the Pale” or boundaries of Irish literature. Beckett spent 

most of his adult life in Paris and has tended to be seen as re-

jecting or “transcending” his Irish background with the use of 

“nameless , highly abstract settings to reflect the basic, universal 

human condition.” 

 Fairfield University asso-

ciate professor of English 

Nels Pearson, the speaker 

for our June meeting, is 

among a group of scholars taking a  long second look “at the Irish 

cultural and historical significance of many of these presumably  

nameless settings.” Pearson, who specializes in Irish and British 

literary modernism, will describe “how the actual act (or mo-

ment) of leaving Ireland is repeatedly figured in Beckett’s stories 

and plays and how new developments in cosmopolitan theory 

illuminate the ways that his works speak to both Irish/particular 

and global/general themes at the same time.”  

  Pearson has written articles for numerous academic journals 

and is writing a book: Irish Cosmopolitanism: Location and Dislocation 

in James Joyce, Elizabeth Bowen and Samuel Beckett.  

Tuesday, June 18 

7:30 p.m. 

Knights of St. Patrick 

 



OFFICERS 

President:  Elizabeth Dalton 

Secretary: Maura Costantino 

Treasurer: Michael Ryan 

Communications: Vincent McMahon 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Maureen Delahunt 

Patricia Heslin 

Rita Hughes 

Michael Shea 

Jim Wrynn 

 

WEBMASTER 

Robert Tuttle 

RADIO 

 Thursday — 6-8 pm, WNHU, 88.7 FM — “Music of Ireland” — Tom Faherty with 

Kenny live from Ireland — Rebroadcast following Thursday, noon-2 pm. 

 Sunday — 9-11 am — WQUN, 1220 AM — “Sounds of Ireland” — Sean & Bren-

dan Canning. 

 Sunday— 12-2 pm & Monday —6-8 pm — WNHU, 88.7 FM — Echoes of Erin— 

Joan & Pat Kennedy, Siobhan Dacey & Pat Hosey. 

  WEBSITES 

www.Irishhistoryroundtable.org — (203) 269-9154 

 CT Irish-American Historical Society — www.ctiahs.com 

 New Haven Irish-American Community Center — www.iacc-ct.com 

 Milford Irish in Connecticut — www.milford irish.org 

 AOH Fr. McKeon Division 7, New Haven — www.nhoah.com 

 9th Connecticut Volunteers — www.jimlarkin.com/9thregimenthome/htp 

    Meeting #507 — Tuesday, June 18, 2013 — 7:30 p.m. 
 

  How Irish is  Samuel Beckett? 
Nels Pearson, Fairfield University Irish studies   

Knights of St. Patrick — 1533 State St.— New Haven 

Free and open to the public 

Irish History Round Table 
P.O. Box 185604 
Hamden, CT 06518 


